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Peace Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi

Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace. Where there is 
hatred, let me sow love; where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is doubt, faith; where there is darkness, light; 
and where there is sadness, joy.
O Divine Master, grant that I may be consoled as to 
console; to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to 
love.  
For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that 
we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to 
eternal life. ~Amen

1000 Tinker Rd
Colleyville, Texas 76034



Secular Franciscan
The Way of  Life

Immaculata Fraternity meets the First Sunday of 
every month at 2:00pm at Good Shepherd in 

Colleyville.  We welcome you to come and join us 
for prayer, formation and fellowship!

Immaculata Fraternity
Come and see!

Every first Sunday, 2:00PM
Aug. 2 – * Please note, a virtual meeting 

will be on-line via Zoom, Brad Toups to e-
mail out link to members. 

Good Shepherd Catholic Community
1000 Tinker Rd.

Colleyville, TX 76034

~ Psalm 91:4   He covers you with his feathers and you find shelter underneath his  
wings. 

~ Submitted and painted by Laura Thompson, ofs



Minister’s Letter to Immaculata Fraternity August 2020

Peace and Hope, through Mary, Queen of heaven and earth and St. Clare our 
intercessor.

In August, we have many wonderful events to celebrate and many sad reminders of our human state. The
July 18, 2020 loss of our dear sister, Mary Gordon from this world calls us to reflect on our temporary
existence on this earth. But in Mary’s earthly death, we know of her resurrection as certainly as we know
that Christ rose from the dead and awaits us in Heaven.

I selected three beautiful reminders of our Heavenly Help that represent our Catholic faith and our
Franciscan spirituality for us to focus on: The Assumption of Mary into Heaven, The Queenship of Mary
and the feast day of St. Clare of Assisi. In this letter, I want to refresh Catholic teachings for each of these
glorious occasions. As I tell the beauty of these Ladies, Clare, might be humbled that I include her as I speak
of Mary, the perfect Immaculate Mother of Christ, the Queen of Heaven and earth. Yet, I desire to instill
hope in this time of uncertainties and anxieties, pandemics and violence, political battles and anarchy and
the loss of loved ones. We do have the Virgin Mary and Clare to remind us not to lose our serenity and peace
even amid the thousands of daily difficulties. As Benedict XVI wrote, “the luminous sign of Our Lady taken
up into Heaven shines out even more brightly when sad shadows of suffering and violence seem to loom on
the horizon. We may be sure of it: that from on high, Mary follows our footsteps with gentle concern, dispels
the gloom in moments of darkness and distress, reassures us with her motherly hand.” And beside Mary, as
Mother with all the love and maternal protection she can provide, we have the example of St. Clare, serving
others with attention and love and calling always on Christ for protection. St. Clare is our advocate and
intercessor for Christ’s protection during times such as these.

On November 1, 1950, Pope Pius XII defined the Assumption of Mary to be a dogma of faith: “We
pronounce, declare and define it to be a divinely revealed dogma that the immaculate Mother of God, the
ever Virgin Mary, having completed the course of her earthly life, was assumed body and soul to heavenly
glory.”



Pope Pius XII in his Bull, Munificentissimus Deus affirms the elevation of Mary’s body to heavenly glory,
declaring this truth a "divinely revealed dogma” and thus an infallible teaching. In the light of the
Assumption of Mary, it is easy to pray her Magnificat (Luke 1:46–55) with new meaning. In her glory she
proclaims the greatness of the Lord and finds joy in God her savior. God has done marvels in her and she
leads others to recognize God’s holiness. She is the lowly handmaid who deeply reverenced her God and has
been raised to the heights. From her position of strength she will help the lowly and the poor find justice on
earth, and she will challenge the rich and powerful to distrust wealth and power as a source of happiness.
Belief about her acceptance into the glory of Heaven is seen by some as the symbol of the promise made by
Jesus to all enduring Christians that they too will be received into paradise. This is the promise we each can
claim and the promise that Mary held in her final hours.
Pope Pius XII established the Queenship of Mary feast in 1954. Interestingly, Mary’s queenship has roots in

Scripture. At the Annunciation, Gabriel announced that Mary’s Son would receive the throne of David and
rule forever. At the Visitation, Elizabeth calls Mary “mother of my Lord.” As in all the mysteries of Mary’s
life, she is closely associated with Jesus: Her queenship is a share in Jesus’ kingship. The feast of the
Queenship of Mary is a logical follow-up to her Assumption. In his 1954 encyclical To the Queen of
Heaven, Pius XII points out that ‘Mary deserves the title because she is Mother of God, because she is
closely associated as the New Eve with Jesus’ redemptive work, because of her preeminent perfection, and
because of her intercessory power.’

As Saint Paul suggests in Romans 8:28–30, God has predestined human beings from all eternity to share
the image of His Son. Mary was predestined to be the mother of Jesus. As Jesus was to be king of all
creation, Mary, in dependence on Jesus, was to be queen. All other titles to queenship derive from this
eternal intention of God. As Jesus exercised his kingship on earth by serving his Father and his fellow
human beings, so did Mary exercise her queenship. As the glorified Jesus remains with us as our king till the
end of time (Matthew 28:20), so does Mary, who was assumed into heaven and crowned queen of heaven
and earth.

Then, we have the example of Clare. Having refused to marry at age 15, Clare was moved by the dynamic
preaching of Francis. He became her lifelong friend and spiritual guide. At 18, Clare escaped from her
father’s home, was met on the road by friars carrying torches, and in the little chapel called the Portiuncula
received a rough woolen habit, exchanged her jeweled belt for a common rope with knots in it, and had her
long hair cut by Francis’ scissors. He placed her in a Benedictine convent, which her father and uncles
immediately stormed in rage. Clare clung to the altar of the church, threw aside her veil to show her cropped
hair, and remained adamant.

Others, including her sister, Agnes came to join her. They lived a simple life of great poverty, austerity,
and complete seclusion from the world, according to a Rule which Francis gave them as a Second Order.
Francis obliged Clare, when only 21 years old, under obedience to accept the office of abbess, one she
exercised until her death. The Poor Clares possessed no property, even in common, subsisting on daily
contributions. When the pope tried to persuade Clare to mitigate this practice, she showed her characteristic
firmness: “I need to be absolved from my sins, but I do not wish to be absolved from the obligation of
following Jesus Christ.”

A well-known story concerns Clare’s prayer and trust. Clare had the Blessed Sacrament placed on the
walls of the convent when it faced attack by invading Saracens. “Does it please you, O God, to deliver into
the hands of these beasts the defenseless children I have nourished with your love? I beseech you, dear Lord,
protect these whom I am now unable to protect.” To her sisters she said, “Don’t be afraid. Trust in Jesus.”
The Saracens fled.



 We are able to see a trend in the telling of these three separate truths. Each are models for our faith life. 
 Each remind us of those advocates and intercessors we have available to us for own daily struggles. Each 
reminds us of the Promises found in Scripture, that we too are a part of God’s divine plan and are greatly 
loved and cherished by our Father.  Consider that Mary, seated in Heaven, reminds us that one day we, too, 
will be in Paradise and that we have an Advocate of great love already there awaiting us. Clare models for 
us the importance of persistence and dedication to the Gospel teachings of Christ; she demonstrates for us 
the power in the True presence of Christ revealed over and over to us in the Eucharist. We, through the 
examples of these two Servants of our Lord, can fully trust in all the promises of Christ and know that we 
are watched over and protected by His immense love. 

      Both the Blessed Mother Mary and Clare direct us to Christ, our Savior. According to Pope Benedict 
XVI, “By contemplating Mary in heavenly glory, we understand that the earth is not the definitive homeland 
for us either and that if we live with our gaze fixed on eternal goods, we will one day share in this same 
glory and the earth will become more beautiful. The luminous sign of Our Lady taken up into Heaven shines 
out even more brightly when sad shadows of suffering and violence seem to loom before us. We may be 
sure of it: from on high, Mary follows our footsteps with gentle concern, dispels the gloom in moments of 
darkness and distress, reassures us with her motherly hand.” Each of us will one day transcend this world, 
just as Mary Gordon has recently done. Let us trust in this with a great sense of peace and hope knowing 
what beauty awaits us for we have been greatly blessed. Let us forge ahead in our lives under Mary's 
guidance and Clare’s example. 

Peace and All Good, brothers and sisters!
      Mary, our Mother, Queen of Heaven and Earth, pray for us!
      St. Clare of Assisi, pray for us!
      St. Francis of Assisi, pray for us!

Your servant, 
      Carol Lieser ofs 
      Minister, Immaculata Fraternity. 

     



A Recipe to Share
~Submitted by Laura Thompson, ofs

Mint Chocolate Chip Cookies
Makes approximately 36 cookies

1 pouch (1 lb 1.5 oz) sugar cookie mix (Betty Crocker is ideal)
1/2 cup butter or margarine, softened
¼ to ½ teaspoon mint extract
6 to 8 drops of green food coloring
1 egg
1 cup crème de menthe baking chips
1 cup semisweet chocolate chunks

Directions:
Heat oven to 350̊ F  In a large bowl, stir cookie mix, butter, extract, food color and egg until soft dough 
forms.  Stir in crème de menthe baking chips and chocolate chunks.

Using a small cookie scoop or teaspoon, drop dough 2 inches apart on ungreased cookie sheet.

Bake 8 to 10 minutes.  Cool 3 minutes, remove from cookie sheet to wire rack.  Serve warm or cool 
completely.  Store in a tightly covered container at room temperature.



aUGUST ImmacUlaTa BIrThdayS

None this month

FOR THE MONTH OF AUGUST

Dear Heavenly Father,
We pray for our family and every family.  May they 
all be accompanied with love, respect, and 
guidance.  We also lift up all those who work and 
live from the sea, among them sailors, fisherman, 
and their families.

Please pray for….

The repose of the soul of Joan Molidor and Elaine 
Anderson.  For Josh Molidor and his family. The 
repose of the soul of Mary Gordon who passed 
away on 7/18/20.  For Jim Gordon and his family.   
For all others that are ill or suffering from cancer.  
For those seeking employment especially Teresa 
Stadelman.  Mary Ann Sherman who has just had 
hernia surgery.  Mary Jo McCoy, Mary Robalino, 
Carol Lieser for health and recovery.   A cure for the 
coronavirus, all those who have been affected, 
recovering, and all our healthcare workers who 
have assisted others during this pandemic.  For all 
unspoken needs of all Franciscans. Please pray for 
peace and unity in the world during these difficult 
times.

Saint Francis of Assisi and St. Clare pray for us!

August Franciscan 
Feast Days

1.  St. Alphonse de Liguori, Bishop, had been a tertiary
2.  Our Lady of the Angels of the Portiuncula        
4.  St. John Baptist Mary Vianney, Priest of III Order                 
6.  Transfiguration of Our Lord Jesus Christ          
8.  Holy Father Dominic, Priest      
11. St. Clare of Assisi, Virgin, II Order: foundress
14. St. Maximillian Mary Kolbe, Priest, Martyr, I Order
15. Feast of the Assumption of Our Lady
16. St. Roch of Montpellier, Pilgrim, III Order  
19. St. Louis of Toulouse, Bishop, I Order
22. Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary
25. St. Louis IX, King, Patron of the III Order
27. St. Joseph Calasanz, Priest and Cordbearer 

  

       
St. Clare of Assisi

If interested in praying a St. Clare Novena from Aug. 2 – Aug. 
10 please see https://www.stanthony.org/novena-to-st-
clare-of-assisi/

               

For those of you reading this edition of Fraternity 
Reflections on our webpage or through Facebook, and feel 
called to the Franciscan way, please contact us at: 
liesercarol@gmail.com and we’ll be glad to direct you in the 
best possible way, rather it be in the Order of Secular 
Franciscans or in a Franciscan Religious Vocation. We’d 
also invite you to come to the Immaculata Fraternity 
meetings. Please Note: In discerning a life with us, you 
must be a member of the Catholic Church in good standing 
and in a spirit of unity.

We look forward to meeting you!


